
 

 
May 6, 2020 
 
Dear Gahanna-Jefferson students, families and caregivers, 

  
The past seven weeks have brought new challenges and have stretched us in many 
ways.  Our staff, students, and families have implemented distance learning with grace 
and resilience, and we are grateful for the response of our whole school community. 
Thank you for all you are doing to keep student learning on track and for your continued 
support of our teachers and staff. While the situation with COVID-19 in our communities 
is ever-changing and many questions remain unanswered, we wanted to share a few 
brief updates with you. 
  
Remote Learning Continues 
As we previously shared, Governor DeWine announced that our school buildings will 
remain closed to students, and distance teaching and learning will continue through the 
end of the school year. Like you, we are disappointed in this situation, even as we 
understand it is the right thing to do for health and safety. That said, we will continue to 
do all we can for your students, as we complete this school year together. 
  
District School Calendar Updates 
Ohio requires a minimum amount of hours in attendance at each level, and all GJPS 
schools will have that requirement met on May 8th.  To better support a smooth close to 
the school year for staff and students, we will be making two adjustments to our final 
weeks of distance learning.  

1. There will be no new instruction for students after Friday, May 15th. 
Teachers will use May 18-20 to check in with students as needed and students 
will have an opportunity to complete any necessary assignments for the end of 
the year.  

2. We will implement an early dismissal of students with our final day of the 19-20 
school year for students being Wednesday, May 20th.  

 
Student Materials Drop Off & Pick Up 
On Friday, May 22 all GJPS buildings will conduct no-contact, drive-thru events for 
families to return district materials such as textbooks, Chromebook/iPads, library books, 
and other learning materials sent home with students.  Please note that all district 
devices and chargers must be returned.  
 
As district materials are collected, building staff will place student belongings/materials 
(art supplies, notebooks, items from lockers, etc.) that have been packed up in the 

 



 
trunk/back of the car. School nurses/clinic staff will coordinate the distribution of 
students’ medications which will require a signature.  
 
To maintain safety for all, no students or families will be permitted in the buildings on 
this day.  Look for more information from your principal regarding building specific plans 
for this day. 
 
End of Year Transitions 
Pandemic-related orders also have resulted in a cancellation of nearly all in-person 
activities. This is a difficult outcome for many Gahanna-Jefferson students who were 
preparing for significant transitions – from our fifth graders headed to middle school, our 
eighth graders headed to high school, and most certainly our high school seniors. Know 
that we will take all the necessary steps to support these students as they transition to 
new buildings and new stages of their education. 
 
End of Year Report Cards 
We understand there are many questions related to end of year grades and GPAs.  As 
previously shared, we are committed to reducing the negative impact the school 
building closure has had on students. Our aim is to give students who have put forth an 
honest effort the benefit of the doubt, and we will maintain a “do no harm” policy for 
grading. We continue to finalize details around end of year reporting and will share that 
information on May 15th. 
 
Graduation 
After reviewing guidance from the Ohio Department of Education and working closely 
with the Franklin County Public Health Department, we are pleased to share we were 
able to work out a graduation plan that ensures our seniors are celebrated and honored.  
 
GLHS Principal, Jessica Williams, worked with a diverse group of seniors to listen to 
their ideas and develop our plan which includes both a virtual graduation ceremony and 
a ceremonial walk for our graduates.  Mrs. Williams shared specifics about this plan with 
students, families, and staff earlier today and will share additional information for these 
events at a later time.  
 
Summer Activities 
Many have asked about summer activities, use of school sports facilities and 
playgrounds during the summer, as well as other related topics. While we share your 
frustration, we still don’t know those answers. We must take our guidance from the state 
of Ohio, city leaders and public health experts. 
  
That said, Governor DeWine continues to state that large gatherings will likely not occur 
for some time to come, and the state has not lifted its restriction on gatherings of more 
than 10 people. That is the current directive under which we are making decisions, and 
please know that we are in regular conversations with Mayor Laurie Jadwin, ODE, 
OHSAA and other leaders to understand and evaluate our options. As of now, our 
playgrounds, sports complexes and other outdoor facilities remain closed. 
 

 



 
Summer School 
This summer, our Journey to Learning program will be offered through the distance 
learning structure we are currently using to finish the academic year. The dates for the 
program have been moved to July 6-29 to provide students a break from remote 
learning and to better support students’ transition back to school in August. Additionally, 
the registration window has been shifted and will open at noon on May 15 - June 5.  
 
Additional information can be found here regarding the full course offerings, times, and 
registration information. 
 
The 2020-21 School Year 
We understand there are concerns about the continuing uncertainty with how we will 
resume learning this fall. While there is no approved plan for learning, our district team 
is working closely under the guidance of the Ohio Department of Education and the 
Franklin County Public Health Department to collaborate with our teachers and staff to 
prepare several contingency plans for a variety of scenarios. There is no question next 
year school will look different, but it is too early to tell how it will look for certain.  
 
As plans and guidance from public health experts come together, be assured that we 
will be ready to make whatever adjustments we need to ensure learning, safety, health 
and well-being are our top priorities.  
  
Gratitude 
Without question, this has been a school year that is as unusual as anyone might 
imagine, and we could not have made it to this point without the exceptional cooperation 
and flexibility of our teachers, our support staff, our students, our community, and our 
families and caregivers. It has taken all of us, working together, to assure we could do 
our best under really difficult circumstances. We have also learned so much about how 
to adapt our educational environment to continue education, though admittedly we have 
more to learn. Thank you for your patience and support. We have a tremendous 
community, and I am very grateful to all of you.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Steve Barrett 
Superintendent 
Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hem_1AHqpmLeg8x-g_KBpS6scT4zm_OP/view?usp=sharing

